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March l, 2018

Commissione「 Robe心“faub, Chai「man

Commissione「 lbny Hammond, Vice Chai「man

Commissioner Nanci LangIey

Commjssioner Mark Acton

PostaI ReguIato「y Commission

901 NewYork Avenue, NW Suite 200
Washington, DC 20268

RE: Docket RM 2017・3

Dear Commissioners:

On behaifof St. Labre Indian School, a 501(C)(3〉 organization in Ashiand, Montana, and the

nearly 750 1ndian children and community members on the reservations that we serve, We urge

the Commission to reconsider the proposed rate increases for nonprofit organizations, St.

Labre Indian SchooI 「eIies heaviIy on our direct mail fundraising program and the United States

Postai Service to deIivery ou「 ma= pjeces to communicate with ou「 donors and suppo直ers

across the country,

St, Labre lndlan Schoo漢prov千des an exceptjonal education to Native Ame「jcan students iiving in

impove「ished communities on the Nor[hern Cheyeme and Crow lndian reservations on three

SOutheastem Montana campuses: St. Labre Indian SchooI in Ashiand (grades pre-kindergarten

through 12), St, Cha「les Mjssjon Schoo=n Pryor (grades pre-kinderga巾en through 8), and

Pretty Eagle Cathoiic Academy in St. Xavier (grades p「e-kinderga巾en through 8). St. Lab「e’s

high schoo=s fuiIy acc「edited by the Montana State O用ce of Pub=c Inst「uction, the Westem

CathoIic Education Association, and by AdvancED (forme「ly the Northwest Association of

Accredited SchooIs),

ln addition to St. Lab「e’s regular program of elementary and seconda「y education, We aiso offer

SCholarships to our g「aduates that go onto co=eges, universitjes or vocationaI training of their

Chojce. The St, Labre educational experience piaces great importance on Native American

CuIture, Ianguage and t「adition that camot be met by tradjtional pubiic schoo看environments,

St. Labre also provjdes more than l ,000 nu航jous meals per day du「ing the school year in

addition to summer feeding and weekend backpack food p「ograms for students who may not be

receiVlng enOugh to eat at home.

SeγZ/わg Na寂)e Ameγican Children or the Northem Cheyeme 。nd CγOZt/ Reserz/ations

St. Labre Indian School at Ashland. Pretty Eagle Catholic School at St. Xavier. St. Charles Mission School at Pryor
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“fo sustain St. Labre’s amual funding needs, We maii more than 28 m輔on pieces of maii each

year through the United States PostaI Service to our donors. Postage represents a significant

expense each year in our amual budget. Being able to accurateiy predict and plan for postaI

rate changes is criticaI to our finances. For St. Labre, direct ma冊is the primary method we

use to communicate with our supporters and raise the funds needed to carry out our mission.

We have grave concems about the negative impact the proposed rate inc「eases - SubstantiaIiy

above the rate of j間ation - W刷have on our ab柵y to ac∞mpljsh our mission. if adopted as

PrOPOSed, these rate increases w紺force our organization to reduce mail voiumes which wⅢ

inevitabiy result in reduced revenue, and in tum, W川fo「ce us to make dramatic cuts in our

Services and programs to the chiIdren and communities we serve - Which a「e already an

unde「served popuIation,

We beiieve the cur「ent rate setting system where postal rates are tied [o the Consumer Price

Index shou霊d be maintained. It has succeeded in generating the funds necessary for the Postal

Service to meet its ongoing operatjonai needs, Whiie also providing those that rely on the Postal

Service with a stable and predictable rate structure. This is critical to our organization’s ab冊y to

COntinue to use and rely on the ma=.

Thank you fo「 the opportunity to comment and we app「eciate you「 review and consjderation on

behaIf of our organization,

Chief DeveIopment O冊cer

St, Lab「e lndian SchooI Educational Association

「e


